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THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT. 


sree ncaa bl Ra i —— 

essed. -Gat. iii. 8. 
,, Arter the apostacy of the hunian race, it being in the p eof 
to provide an economy whereby sinners could be’ and 

the development of this econortty in ts visible form 'was gra- 
y made. ——2 
the first ‘of inspiration we —— the divine intention 
‘Inercy obscurely intimated. “Then it appears embodied in *in- 







ual cases of piety. Sa , itis manifestedgiy adis- 
tinction between classes of mankini ch as “the of Gor 
and the daughters of men ;” and finally, the fruits of 


redemption are 
presented as a visibly ‘eoinmunity, avowing their dévo- 
tion to the service of God; and bearing in themselves the pecutiar- 
ities of those ieee — eda 
transformed by the renewing of their at 
what is the good arid acceptable and perfect will of gern 

In the history of God’s plan 6f on, or 

ment of the p of his Church, a marked and eventful 
is what is fami ‘known as —— ge roth 
consequent upon their dwelli in the same 
the unrestrained intercourse ‘godly with —— 
ators with the ee the! trae God) the seconds and ele 


cil 





Pearse BR the dre Socald to tdirpiirets thease 
inciples and lives of the tinly, then, God cin his ‘wisdom 
* tto one devout ‘all the . 






d establish : 
that house, and to make him the medium 

and the instrument of = pee pica —— — pam 
——— —— fit,’ Bn extraordinary inter- 
a remarkable —— and uci fonas/down: —— 
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nf became sufficiently numerous to be nationally consolidated ; 
then to lead them forth as —— —7 army to the extirpation 

of "by ——8 + ement in a land —— 
own by his spec @ they existed as an organized com? 
muoity, through the instrumentality of prohibitory enactments and 
peculiarities in their national polfty and religious observanices, ‘he 
them against holding intercourse with surrounding na- 

tions, and reared a middle wall of partition, which effectually turned 
back the tide of heathenism, and maintained in its simplicity the 
worship of the * only * and true God, until, in the fulness of 
time, t pe godliness was disclosed—“ Giod was 
manifested in the - * — era in the developments of his 
gracious economy was introduced; an era in which his Church 
was blessed with clearer light, attended with mightier demon- 
strations, and favored with special divine influences, which placed 


her in a ae: not only of self-defence, but also imparted to od 






an iv r, in the exercise of which, by the word and spirit 

of she forth conquering . and 

triumphs filled Tndhe earth. 
It is the assigned duty of this occasion to explicate the nature, 

the extent, and all the — of that trunsaction, which took 





place between God and his servant Abraham at the time when he 


was called away from his home and kindred to sojourn in ast 
land, with a view to the fulfilment of God’s gracious designs 
toward men. This transaction is commonly called the Abraha: 
We shall undertake to unfold its character, and to set 
its high and solemn si in their relation to our inter- 
vin hegne aah one 
In thei save piv ty «rene ARISEN Bp EO 
into view in in alt ite ———————— The covenant, in 
the fulness of all its parts, may be collected from the book of Gene- 
sis, from the 12th to the 18th chapters inclusive. In the first in- 
stance its great substance was announced ; and then, in the subse- 
fl ded a oe of God with Abraham, its parts were more 
disclosed as occasions and circumstances 
Tovevery.one who tho examines and analyzes all: thet 
contain upon this subject, it will appear that the 
— B—— The one embraces 
the great end or final cause; the-other includes its subordinate 
meaus and instrumentalities. The one is spiritual and permanent ; 
the other is secular and | . ‘The latter was fulfilled 
in the domestic and national history of Abraham and his lineal 
descendants. The Peanenr stereo Sakeienent: oats 10 the 
tions of divine grace upon the soul, which are carried fi — 
consummated in ios eatliabe tal ext xe a a ami 
porery doparumnann se in etaint od Duniogy Reve to Abraham 
contains such as these cated to be ppt posterity to one who had Jong 
regarded himself as doomed to —— ‘ial i 
dented rapidity of increase ee de oe 





to conquer, until her 
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protection against their enemies ; assistance in overcoming those 
none can wenn and 
position; an. OTSEAWING ROWE 5 and an.en * 

among the nations of the earth. — 

The spiritual department of this covenant includes three 
and most important promises, which are, in the | the 
covenant, these:: ‘I will be a God unto thee, ancd to "eel. efter 
thee (Gen. xvii: 7); and in thee shall all the families of the earth 
— ——— ee} i —— 
"hese promises are ev tly spiri respect to. Abraham 
himself, no one will doubt but that God was the God of his’soul; as 
well. as of his body ; the guardian of his eternal, as well as his tem- 
poral interests. in. his case, the language expresses the whole 
idea of his being his Savior and everlasting portion ; and the very 
same language, in the same connection, applied to bin cannot 
have a different or a more limited meaning. To of the 
seed of Abraham signifies.as much as. to be the 
Itis true, that in another passage, we are 
fulfilment of all that the promise imports, in the j — 
dividuals of his family, was based upon a condition, —— 
is, the fidelity of Abraham in commanding and rightly ' 

his household after him. ; | xvi 






























| Ad the sane 1 eof th third specication of this 
ious to wit in, or throu 

— 5——— shall. be blessed. 5 

dertaken to place a limit around this: part of —— 

which they cannot place around either of the preceding ideas 5 

to make the promise signify merely that the heathen nations; would 

















be benefited in various Tespects, by means of the superion 
intelligence, the more . civilization, and the purer morality; 
of the descendants of Abraham. , —— aathing 


— 2— — we hae pice athe end 






—— “and te ere Goes ; 
ham, saying, in thee shall all, nations be. blessed.” The 
which were to receive through Abraham is the 
they are not merely to be elevated. 
— —— civilization and refinement ; She etn 
— —— — rah 
y savin y ido pete hotest 

‘These three, therefore, are 
—— — a ape oF 
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ultimately't shall be } —— by novel ie 
— nat —— i power, shall all ‘the 
spiritual seed of Sone uatiee ‘he rgheonshen of 
—* ‘which God “gave'to hitn,t. e., heirs of the 3 of 

at 
amano wei tiie Vberet Whilewe depres of the grt 
— 
P to explain seve transactions ' and even 
Fabehs id ania Wave Sippeatee uasba, taste and difficult. 

1. ‘The transaction between God and Moses, on behalf of the 
children of Israel, on Mount Sinai, in Arabia. ‘This event occur: 
red 430 years after the Abrahamic promises were made. ‘In*the 
meantime the descendants of Abraham had lived an unsettled tife, 
and experienced a great’ diversity’ of ‘fortune’; notwi 
which, | —— 1 singular rapidity, and were then 
— arnt of , Just bein tout of 
—— me at Tish nerhe fe 

0S: anaan, and t @ spi- 
ritual blessings which were pr to them, might’ be’ more cer- 
tainly and lly realized. The transaction at Sinai, therefore, 
was not the itistitution of a new order of ‘things, but the carry 
out ofan old one. “ The divine eomitiunications to’ Moses in 
bia, were but the means of 
communications to Abraham in 


i —— re — 
— of the —** eer such as 
circumcision, which had fallen into désuetude.” 2. “Phe instivation 


of their most material duties. 6. ‘Tecoma 
which was to form the’ basis 
See ii ene me 
in t ni LARS. pL 
‘Phessvvare the pal comt 18 which were made: at 
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Substantially, this state of —— — 
= f the de and until ne Ss 

ry 0 ws, an event, cori 
——— 
sus Christ, the Messiah, It came ' 
imposing solemnities which. —— of tle the 
event itself was unspeakably more. ificent and. 

ii ia thuesdend unssatiow-a7e rhich our allo 
rena al . The three spiritual elements, or parts.t 
venant, are —————— i 


universal. cP a brahan 
ants, and supplies the means for thei 
—— —2 includes his. posterity, in al — 
tions, as a community or nation, is adapted to all, | 
——————— 
ensures their conversion to God and their salvatio 
pears meer —— orl 
mon ‘economy the Jews, was» —— in 
carrying out and | —** 
venant of grace. It is p 
4 ts, nor two, but. one 
systems of means, 

d development.. Nor is , 

stance of the covenant is ngec 
new put intoits place... Ta ovenmnty on h 
d ag noe ——— fl 
uction it was b giving 
the law. Sees od m 
Abraham never has been, and in the nature ec er 
be fulfilled. —— ——— 
——— be 


ee WOR fhe i 





' — —— riven inno eonneetion 
exist until more than 400 years ‘after it: The 
ing into ex of the law, therefore, or its ceasing to exis 
Gould in no’ wise’ affect ‘the existence’ of the covehant,so 
Scriptufe ‘does most vely affirm, “Yet, the 


at can be alleged as evidence of the doing away of the Abrahamic 
— —— 


a 

have provid 
ethene Ne te phen tpe pen beng net Bee hen? 9 
any ‘is’ dist 


sini aun ér proof to the 0 “iS fit “the Epistle to the Ro- 


. 4 


Bes . asserti the t jec 
iy whet the apa ig hari te temporary roe. 
——— * — — 


If not, how can it be their own olive-tree? and if it is the same to 
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them, must it not be the same now to the Gentiles? But, perhaps, 
Lam a pains than is necessary to establish so plain. 
position. us, then, come to the conclusion thatthe covenant 
made with Abraham is the covenant of grace on which the Church 
is built and sustained in all ages of the world. They that-are.of 
faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. They enjoy every pro- 
mise that was made to him. hs enchowig 
Let us, then, for a moment examine the tenor of that covenant’ in 
which we are included, that we may know how rich and large our 
mercies are. We are taught that Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness—consequent upon his faith ;— 
also taught w braham believ = simple 
poe we ———— NF ew de: jetnicn 
after him, that they the way of to do j 
and ju t, that the Lord might bring upon him that which-he 
had , God promised to the God of his: seed, and 
their salvation would be secured. . Now, if every believer in God 
in all ages of the world enters into the place of Abraham—into 
the same covenant, and enjoys the same promises with him, then, 
whenever he believes, God becomes his God ; and upon the same 
condition on which the promise to Abraham rested, he promises to 
———— and saving blessings upon his seed after him. ' 
is certainly the case if the covenant is thesame. If the seed of th 
believer is not included, the covenant is not the same, and: he .is 
not an heir ing to the promise made to Abraham. If the 
covenant now is but half as extensive as it was of old, surely itis 
another covenant. Surely no one, least of all a Christian parent, 
will ever feel that it isan immaterial thing to lift out of thesacred 
enclosure all the seed of the faithful. If anything wouldessentially 
alter the basis of a covenant, this would. And what are the state- 
ments of the New Testament upon this vital point? The Apostle 
Peter, preaching upon the day of Pentecost, uses this language 
(Acts ii. 39) :—‘ The promise is unto you and to your children,and 
to all that areafaroff, evenas manyas the Lord yourGod shallcall.”” 


This } e places the Christian believer precisely in’ 

tion ry es himself ;—it is an explicit ——— 

parts of the covenant. And the Apostle Paul in the 16th 

of the book of Acts, re inquiry of the. 

jailor, “ What must I do to be saved?” says, * Believeinthe Lord 

Jesus Christ, and thou shall be saved, and thy house.” A very 
and adventurous assertion, if the seed of believers have no 


participation with them in the blessings of the covenant.) And the 
same A in another instance (1 Cor. vii. 14), when prescribing 
the course to believers who are glready in the marriage: re- 
lation with i directs them on their part to-continue 
therein, and not disturb the —— ee — 
comfort in these circumstances, he adds, “For the unbelieving 
husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving’ wife is 
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‘the husband ; else were your children unclean, but 
—* Aneed not spend time to a weak 
Prgms ae ei a is passage 
the illegitimacy of the children; in- 
w,)such a notion never was entertained, 
orld. ee 
were not 
resentative of the children, their interest 
sacrificed ; but now it is not so. ‘Taken, 
— point of view, whether as an unavoidable inference 
we 9 rpetual character of the covenant, or from the testi- 
Writ, the conclusion is the same and inevitable, 
to wit that the seed, of believers are included with them in the 
covenant, and are ritors promises. nt being 
determined, we can see our way clearly to another. It is on the 

assumption that the believer is 
clarative of his interest in the promises. Should the sign also be 
pape bere ch We here occupy a position from which we 

+ ay: ourselves of several means of ascertaining the truth.. | 
—— ————— 
that the believer’s interest in the covenant 
visibly betokened to the world, why is it not 
lly so in the case of his seed?» They are as truly 7icluded, 
ie acmeshiis vatliepyrenehat in’ of 


importance 
to them; what else can we expect but that the sign of their rela- 
tion should be affixed upon them ; and besides, from the-nature of 
the case, a seal of a covenant cannot well be applied to a part and 
not the whole of it. _ If it ratifies‘anything, it must ratify all that 
it contains; and how can this be, unless it be applied to the seed 
of believers ? re el Ie te RN 
Senedih dus hacer — — 


it are all the known facts. ed God, and it was 
3 and he received the sign of 
of the faith which he’ 
yet being uncircumcised.” And God said unto him, “*Ye 
circumcise the flesh of your fore-skin, and it shall be a token of 
the covenant’ betwixt mo, and’ yea and he that is eight days old 
shall be circumcised among you, every man-child in your genera- 
tions; and the uncireumcised man-child whose flesh of his fore- 
skin is not circumcised; that soul shall be cut-off from his people : 
2 ——a— Ne — ne i wo 
» Abraham the covenant was. 
, swith i iiss nd tern tw hb a of 
im. ‘set a matter: 
is trae always. This principle was 
Laat: ple apenas 7 


Bat it is said at the-dommencement of the ——— — 
—— ceremonial law, and we 



















have therefore’ no-more to-do with it.) it'is true that cir¢unicision 
was abolished at the termination ofthe Mosaic dispensation, and 
therefore with it, as a seal of the. covenant, ete 
do. It is a fait questiony why was-circumcision abolished ? oan 
ity and We poeta’ ube aibnent-t€ for itexiste 













apart from that of the ceremonial jw.) Why, theny we 
ishel-in connexion with it? In’ obtaining a: —— 
point, several things are necessary to he ta —— ‘tis 
5 _ 2, Theseal of a pt ofthe sowennt — fs 
— — dage, wholly distinct from the compa 
fies and A ily thera be epee 
to be removed; or changed; and: that, too, when no 
place in the covenant itself: bom a during the: pre 
use; circumcision was’a ee ere —— 
for which it) was original ‘ustitated. — 
Jaw was given, as a national sign 5 so’ regarded cod trentell byte 
Jews, after the same manner as the Sabbath, which-was’institated 
at the beginning of the world, was incorporated with the Jewish 
polity, 5 and became one of their-national institutes. It also Was 
1 with their types and symbols, and became» ‘in -its 
22 asa ee ee ee »/ with: all 
sanguinary ceremonies, pointed to e bloodof atonement; “ 
and for these reasons, it had become, in the mind ofa —— 
tially connected with:their ceremonial and typical law..: 
all had their fulfilment in the sacrifice of. 
per to retain them in use after the g esa 
forthe same reason; it was 4 ———— 
of circumcision, ‘whose typical character had) identified» it with 
those things that were thento ‘pass away. Here’is a rin — 
reason why circumtision:should pass away .with 
monies; but is there any reason why the <heabrntine sete 
without a token or seal? We surely know of none; we should 
not anticipate that it would be so left. - If the original seal is: 're- 
moved, we leok:for another in its places Has Ore 
a new seal? Upon:this point, among. Christians, there rie 
to be:no dispute. Baptism is universall y-received,) Pane at 
do net: — ems ae re eRe * nanees, as the sign and 
2 of | e righteousness fai >» or a Christian 
—* the new dispensation. Is it asked, does it take the place 
of citcumcision ?. We answer, no-denomination of» 
Christians uses it for — If it is not employed as 
the sign of a Christian profession; i employed: * —— 
tiously or:wholly without signification. MH” dtp 
»' Phe farther’ question, then, to be! answered is, —* extensively 
is it tobeapplied? Is it to be applied to believers onlyy ‘orto 
their seed alse?’ We: — should it be applied to believers 
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only tev It was not:so of old.» — gar 
‘The seed of believers are eg oS ERE 
to a part:but to:the-~whole,0f it. Shall it then be 
to their seed? . We answer, No.» “Asiit was 
ing, is now, and ever —— 
E4963 awit. 1) od Tesepralber sc! th gltendé. 
* Let it be grant- 
———— 
e we have 
to be by the 
of the seal of ‘the 


tive, it is! a long — andall ——— 
as —— bind sam ote ee a 
—* of sp divine authority to jetty i therfore iv not the 

continuing t done, but the ceasing to 
dovit.| ‘Is it asked Semis our command to baptize 
—— — —— where i is * — — 
to 

Butif it be confidently asserted that there is no command.i in 
the New —— int Wenenaelardid od din again, is 

re any to baptize women Caan dispensation 
Soinsinehalahenelahh and children wer: 


stretch 
where it wes nt applied of — — —— 


tainly was iru cuiices-ctunaphidab-tetadeohion 
in the case how is this difficulty to be overcome ? But jet us ex- 
amine a little the allegation that there is no command in the New 
Testament—to baptize —— rie 4 of believers. Is this cer- 
igni eparting injunction, “Go 

all nations, baptizing them?” wham are.all 

—2 Of men, or women, or children exclusively ? 

they constituted of all of them together? and by what 

ae — class of those who constitute the nations excepted? 
this compiand:of ‘the: Savior has been fully obeyed, and all 

, will the children inaladd bathoen then 


re ——— —— must be 

t is perfect mah tr 
Laptinectheslapphtan tte, Baw estament. In all covenant transac- 
tions rp it —— his — — the 
transacting party. invites, t 

fers good conditionally to those who do not believe : —— 
enant pledges only sentences seal This principle we 
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adopt without any limitations whatever; and hence we do not be- 
lieve that adults, who must act on their own responsibility, are to 
be admitted to the ordinance of baptism without a profession of 
their faith. . Nor do we believe that they have a —— 
their children for baptism, seeing there is no faith in them who are 
to assume the responsibilities of the covenant. If God will not per- 
he surely will not do it with them for their children without faith. 
And further, we do not believe that the children of believing pa- 
rents, in whom faith is not developed, are competent to enter inte 
covenant with God for themselves, on their individual and inde- 
pendent ——— This would be a transaction without faith - 
and in opposition to the principles of the Gospel. ' Bat ‘we do be- 
lieve, without a doubt, thatbelievers may enter into covenant with 
God, and that too, not only for themselves, but for those whio be- 
to them as natural seed. In’this case the transaction is not 
with the seed, but with the believer, on their behalf; and it is not 
without faith, bat with faith in the transacting party; and as in 
the = —— he bg ue rae? and it lea —— 
him for righteousness, an received the si ircumcisio’ 
and applied the sign also to all his seed ; so the Christian — 
lieves and it is counted for righteousness, and he receives the sign of 
baptism, and ‘may also app a it tohis children. There is no de- 
parture from the principle of the New Testament in this. Nor do 
the New Testament Scriptures assert any principle here, different 
from what is maintained in the Scriptures of the Old Testament. — 
It is no more true that faith is necessary to baptism, than it is that 
under the old di tion it was necessary to circumcision. This 
is clearly afi in respect to Abraham in the fourth chapter of 
the Epistle to the Romans. Abraham believed God and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness, and he received the sign of — 
circumcision a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had, yet being uncircumcised, that is, before he was circumcised, 
Abraham believed in order to circumcision ; and this was required 
of every Jew and every proselyte, when they received circum- 
cision themselves, acting on their own responsibility, or when 
they presented their seed to be circumcised. They were requi 
to profess themselves believers in, and worshipers of the only liv- 
ing and true God. . Faith was universally exacted as a ——— i 
of receiving the seal of the covenant. This was as true under 
the Old Testament economy as it is under the New; and yet we 
know that under the old economy this was consistent with the 
application of the seal to the seed of the believer on his faith. It 
cannot, therefore, be inconsistent with the same thing under the 
new economy. | *— 

Our conclusion then is this. The Abrahamic covenant is the 
platform of the church in all ages. It is the covenant of grace in 
its most —— It is the same under the Chris- 
tian that it was the Patriarchal and Mosaic dispensations. 
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It includes both believers. their seed; and the seal of the: 
to them both... — 

under pi mo 

id:to their children, 9... 

to speak of the nature of the rela- 
vera sustain to the Chusthytogether 


ves. ‘Fhe 
—— ——— 
havea important: interest in 
hed blessings of th covenant of grace; —— 
in no wise be neglected or trifled with, without sin and the most 
fearful consequences, This relation has its peculiarities. The 
subjects of it are. —————— ————— —— hake are 
represented in aa ess them. 
——— To 5 ym wae , —— 


the responsibilit ak. Comminnniing ti ; i 
ing them up in the nurture and of the. * 
accordance with his pais kage fulfil all his pro- 
mises concerning them. Their interest and their biciaa septbevegh 
the pa and mediate ;. ——— their respon⸗ 

of the —— ren, have no se- 


an independent claim upon the ordinances-of the 
parent can claim them so far as their end can be accomplished 
the children. . Whatever: —— qualified to do, 

‘plea of the Gospel, and’ di —— — the 
ei and in nee its spirit, the parent 
ri —— ‘He may have'thém bap- 

because, from the. nature of the ordinance, its design can 
be realized: without —— — the subj It isa visible token 
of the covenanted b know it and. can appre- 
—* ato or * ie ay no og the the Lan Lord's 
table while they are incapable appreciating its 
it be for want of intellectual or moral qualificatio — —— 
nam use. of this ordinance requires activity in: the: ( “Do 

as oft.as ye do it in remembrance of me.” 

And the same principle holds true in. respect to the discipline 
and censures of the Church; their liability is not direct and imme- 
diate, but it is mediate, through the parent. They are bound to 

ag and at his command: to: yie y . 
to all the requirements. of the Gospel; and ‘he is bound to God 
atsd.ihe, Chuan, ananrtnsdnd to their souls, to see to it 
that they do so. If the children of believers walk disorderly and 
ate not restrained, the natural and the proper course on the part 
of the Church in the first instance-is to: call the believers: them- 
selves to account ;, and if need be, to discipline them until, as the 
responsible and imperative heads of their families, they do com- 
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mand their children and. their households. after them,'that they 
shall. keep the way of the Lord, | Is it askedy oe at howd 
—— — of Church discipline? We au- 
swer, yes. Not, however, directly,,to the neglect of the: 
by the Church in her organized —* but through the: 
which God has appointed—their own its in the.C 

Is.it asked, who is responsible,for the orderly walk and exemplary 
lives of baptized children? We-answer as we have done already, 
the children are directl ** to their parents, and their/pa- 
rents to the Church. Let e Church be vigilant and faithful in 
watching over the conduct of the parents, and in assisting them 
s 





in the discharge of their duties toward their children; and let * 

rents feel the extent of their nsibility and privilege in 

matter, and endeavor to act worthily of the high and solemn 

tion in which the Divine Author of the covenant has placed " 

and we doubt hot the wisdom and benevolence of his economy in 

the Church, will abundantly appear in the rich fruits of Divine 
* — shall manifest themselves among the seed of the 

it . 

We can add but a few remarks more upon the subject of paren- 
tal duty, and the duty of the Church to the seed of believers with- 
in her pale. Ist. It is the daty of every Christian parent tomake 
himself thoroughly acquainted with his own relations and the re- 
lations of his children to the Church, and with all the duties which 
are involved in these relations. They occupy a solemn position. 
Eventful consequences depend upon them. Neglect of any known 
duty, or even ignorance of duty,’may result in an which, 
throughout eternity, they cannot sufficiently bewail. 2d. It és 
the duty of all Christian parents to have their children baptized. 
This duty grows out of their relation to the Church. The relation 
is a reality, and the duty is a real and imperative one ; and it can- 
not be neglected or treated with remissness without sin. 3d. It 
is the duty of Christian parents to train up their children strictly 
in the ways of virtue ; to restrain them from all courses of immor- 
ality, and of sinful or dangerous pleasure; and to cause them to 
conform their Jives to all the requirements of the Gospel. Do any 
say this is too hard a panto tear Boag do it?’ We can 
only answer them now by —J it is their duty. God will strict- 
ly require it of them, and wi it of no apology to justify or ex- 
tenuate their failures. 4th. It is the duty of the as “an 
organized body, to supervise the whole subject of the training of 
baptized children ; to see to it that professedly Christian parents 
do their duty, and to assist them, as far as is nec , to secure 
their proper instruction, discipline and moral culture ; and to pray 
earnestly for them that the promise of the covenant may be fulflled, 
and that they may be saved. 6th. It is the special duty of minis- 
ters of the Gospel who have the charge of the souls both of pare 
and children, to watch over this great work in all its departments, 


and with faith and untiring zeal, to labor for its accomplishment. 
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Finally) Tt is the di all parents, whether 

Gan fn to remember tt tn they usin very Important and wo 
Jemn relations 

is deained to heve a mot derive Infuene in the foretion of 
their. characters, an equally decisive g upon eir eter- 
nal destinies. God will exact of them all, in the pa- 
rental relation, and he will soon call thein to an awfully solemn 
aa oie ca eae angen em eerie heaven 
or 
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— Py 
GOD IN THE STORM.* HIG NG 
They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; 


These see the works cf the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. ; 
—— a om ee aR — whieh lifeth up the waves 


wine] aha the Beene, ther down nga othe pi tt 

They reel to and fro, and. stagger like a drunken man, and dre at their-wit’s 
to the Lord in their trouble, and he b: them out of 

Then they ory um ringeth their 


He maketh the storm a calm, so that:the: waves thereof are still. 
Pl puhsed they glad becanse they be quiet, so repernnae i amy Tig 9 0 


~ Oh that men would praise the Lend 'for his goddness, —— 
works to the children of men !—Psaim evi. 23-31. 


nL dae a been called 
55 
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pecan he —— — us: ‘The 


area ria tah cent 
ied dextamnamnaeaaens 


_ The sails on — Aieeed acne dilivog: eaves ter she 


yver anc cainst th ip. 
At 4 A. M..it-had:-risemsto a: hurricane gale; ‘veering to the 


northwest ; the ship at the same time broke from her course into 

the trough of the sea ; a condition of imminent cc oa. during which 

a sea broke in upon the main deck, and drove a great quantity of 

* into the engine room ; 9 sense, Pt ihe, heart of life — 

¢ 

“Atl o'clock, M heavy wave broke over the fore pa 

the starboard wheel-house, and droy raphe ira Jipe lif boot and. peed 
—of some six or seven player — wheel- 

Pe ns RS ne Omg conid be fastened, ‘the 


careening of the ship sent k and fort threat- 
ening — — thes ag ies * sack ‘were the —3 
sions of disaster, that an attempt was made to wear. , 
tons than her present condition’; but’ finding her 
she —— sashenin * her — probly our grea 





no knowledge of the change ‘of place, myself and’ 

my —*** vat hoa te tad ef out patie — 
storm raged on me’ of our supplications, 
—v —— * o “Ad tape Bes, 

We had hoped, the —— night, that 555 
bring a change ; and in the morning, that noon vould 
favorable’ ; and at noon, ‘that evening alize 
—* But the storm travelled on, from —* 

m noon to even ; with augmented | power, 
dent that we saad wise ‘the terrors of another 
though our hopes of deliveranes were notutterly ny 
own, and the general opinion was, that the ship ald not ride 
the storm of another’ night.‘ Not that she wonld” founder | 
amid any winds or wavesthe Atlantic would bring upon’ her’ 
that, smitten by their relentless’ powers, she would’ be ‘torn; and 
crushed, and sunk. And now; while prayer — 
God, I have cause to know that; on the part of immediat 
preparations for eternity commenced, in the rapid of: 

, the circamspection of the present, and the antici 

ture ; and ‘not‘a few, I with calm resignation and peace 
that. passeth knowledge, ‘and “anspeakable, were: ploparedl ‘to 
meet-their God. 

Aud now the. — darkness visible ond 
terrible convulsions. ‘It was and dreadful. On my’ 
without sleep, as 1 had done the: preceding, 4 
learned thoroughly the ‘chart of the ship's, and winds* 
motion. Lot) tada enebhoys 


It commenced with a long, slow roll of RL 
most fom bears’ enid: to:beams” end, thrice’t hy 


of» 
* = era alt that oes od Samer 
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condition, 
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ing in the waves. 
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tion or death to all points of the horizon; and the i 
exigencies of good or evil: within its circumference — 
an army can ẽtand still and run at the same timeyvor march at 
same time upon a straight and an infinitely crooked line,” 
And yet,in the hand of God, they havea work whieh 
pons ‘employ'them 2c8* $0 innov 
tmity as to abolish science — 
oflife: — bine —2 — Orv ng tea ee me Ruvyn 
Soms of these ——— henn mpedify'and 
ply to wise and” usefwl purposes, without it — 
general unmodified ane as’ in agriculture and ‘chemistry ; "and 


















































mock storms, volcanoes and earthquakes’; ‘and cannot’ ‘of 
storms and earthquakes do the same? Once, —— et oe | 
he did control the laws of Nature, in many 

their native course, in good and evil, according’ torts’ ‘and 








deeds, in maintai -or abandoning his institutions and’ worship; 
thus corroborating, the sanctions of time, the motives of eter- 
= in’ maintaining: oe against the® ‘encroachments of 

latry: Pian ¢ ati. 8 


» He sent the to deliver thetn's ‘them: 
or ae eae ta 
in seven r Ww, @ 
duced the results of two — and — — 
and-drought, and abundance’and famine, 

———— vr the ng sod —— ven 

1 as 
tions of heaven. —53 should be glad phere where those 


of nature wots} all this —— 
touched by 7 


























































natures 

are to henry arid — — 
ism to let-on aaron —5 exigencies demand ? 0 
God, it is thon that ridest on the whirl wind and directest the stort, 
So in the hurricane we understood the matter, and went | 
to Him who'on earth ‘walked upon the waves and stilted’ 
pest, and brought: to:land. | And with 
iephe heard’our prayer, comforted our 
jivered us. Sr kesere KP es Oy tit — — aT be ay Bde tc 
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the ship and her course, and atelier edict niet 
Death; any-one of, whieh, had it struck ‘her in one of ‘the 
thousand ways it was sufficient to whelm het in the deep? 

Where now was the mechanism of nature’s laws to save us; 
and who but God, by his providential-control of them; could have 
way for the ; mubeneeel 4b:the. taniiv-eean What me- 


— the wreck and desolation, which 
for half aday and more, had been multiplying us, from the 
time of our prayer meeting, though the:storm: pr x hyve 


longer, ' lgueren powerrend position bien: Who saved us, 
when the wind had knocked down our good ship, — 
had buried her gunwales and wheel house, and she struggled, and 
trembled, and groaned through all her timbers, but chald nostiee? 
And. who stopped the lion ‘mouth of three successive waves; tht 
rushed upon us, and broke and passed harmless away ch pro- 
duced the exclamation of our —— Surely there isis power 
above which is working for us.” 

_And now, rescued from danger and death, by the ‘merciful God 
to whom we cried in our distress ; what shall we render unto him, 
each one of us, for this his merciful deliverance ? Shall it be mere 
gladness that we have escaped, without gratitude to God? Shall 
Shetty ca nna rele —— 


Wen cee Seen paseecid leant, tenioead watts 
hear us? Shall the world, its ness, and —* 
nibilated in the light of Eternity, return to its strength ; and 
the waves we have passed, rollover us, and sweep us away ?' Huve 
any of you, till now, neglected known daties ; will-you not from 
this time resume them? Have you lived habitually, in habitual 
and known sins; and will you not break them off? -I beseech 
you to do so, by the mercies of God, and the terrors of that day, if 
you persist, when death — pi h-ne? al will then'edy, 
and God will not answer. fatigehites Yer 


sin the Spt of God ae wronghon Yo y means, 

And will you: — — to stupidity and 
folly ? . Alas, my | yon do-eo; the Spirit mr Bn 
you up forever. Ifyou do so, theday may come, 
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terrors; ing those of the storm, will come upon’you'in deso- 
swer ; and will earnestly seck him, but he will not befound. ‘Now 
then, is God’s time and yours, to seek and secure the ion of 
—— TVo-day, if ye will hear his Voice; hurdem.steh: your 
pA le Soa —X yD dS, SL ke 


BE 320g i ; 
«In: anticipation of the hour which. might sink us in'a 
watery grave, L. had considered what I should say to mpe 
sinners like you, when in the: jawsof death you:should with loud 
voices; cry:torme, * What, what must we do ?”\and ‘niyanswer 
was, Believe instantly on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
shall be saved:; love him, in him, and commit your soul to 
him ; and, spite of the strife of elements and a terrific sudden death, 
you shall be saved ; and-what I»would'have said in syeh — 3* 
gency, I now repeat, Believe on the Lord Jesus’ Christ, and you 
shall besavediis:. | o1 x iene = ß— SbRmeR, od. ce 
Have any of youwho are: ing Christians, been: rin a 
cold, formal state, confo to the world in its temper, fashions, 
amusements, pleasures and business ; and have you confessed . be- 
fore God and bewailed these sins, and a reformation, and 
found the tokens of pardon in the love of Christ, shed abroad in 
your souls ; go your way then, in grateſul love and, steadfast obe- 
dience, lest, if you now fall away, a worse thing come upon you. 
And now Jet me inquire-of: a heart, and.of you, my be- 
loved brethren in the ministry, what shall we ———— 
and how shall we fill up the measyre of our new chartered time? 
I felt, as a father, the , unlocked for parting with all my chil- 


le 
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+L EE 


sropmew pati cedks 4 ober 
* * * 


by such reminiscences 
em. the time 





— a aly aryl of Godle 
———— 
vithout, all will be but a 


and pricks 
fabs dn seek ovale ——— 
fit it for heaven. God grant:that by this storm we may 
more spiritual, more prayerful, more faithful, and more 

and happy, —— — Christ! 





A TIME TO DIE. 


—— Se namo a 


shall not be raised out of their sleep!” The 
asa ie — Gatoaasinmenee tn —— 
friends will meet in — andere nae X 
will bloom, and stars will shine; will arise and’ 

sower will walk forth and seater in J 














A TIME To Dre. 263 


It is somewhat that the truth’ of our mortality is so often 

repeated in the Bible. “A time to die” is echoed into our ears 
aelaadegiirs It is because we are So prone to valor 

of dying away from Preset a Song Sigs ome atl 

The tolling bell, de low fisiceal train, the — rments of 

the new made grave, are daily testimonies t t itis app 

man once to die. sur get; be so —— — 

the grass grown upon the grave of the departed, before even’ 

of the relatives have ceased to feel that death is solemn. As when 

we throw a stone into a stream it catises a momentary sound-and 

agitation of the surface, and then the stone lies silently below 

while the stream glides on as before ; so when one falls 7 death, 

2 causes a short groan, a tear, and a few thoughts of death and dy- 
ing ; but the sod is clésed over, the sleeper lies in silence 

and the tide of life and human fol flows madly on ! 

The world around is also full of admonitory voices. ‘The fad- 

ing flower, the falling leaf, and the autumnal moans of the: 
ear all ouaak of Benth We all do fade as a leaf, and as for man, 
cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down! But man, bent 
upon the chase of wealth and honor, heeds not, though the tide of 
life ebbs fast from his heart. 

Let.us but step forward a ae way in life and our death scenes 
will be around, Se bain are | surely come. All the solemnity 
which we have w in the death of others will be experi- 
enced by us, Who can realize’ fully the, dread anxiety of the last 
moment? Solemn twilight, in which the dying rays of earth and 
the new-born light of heaven are blended! The world and life is 
full of changes, but there is no change like dying. . How far is 
that moment from us ?.The answer is, “ ———— 
time.” A-step, as thy soul liveth, is between thee.and the: 

“ As the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and.as the * 
are caught in the snare, so are the sons of ——— 
time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.” These ſigures are ex- 
ressive. »'The fish in the:net,-while-it-is.yet in the,water, thinks 
is still at liberty, and while the net:is drawn towards, 
he knows not that he is snared, even even while he is at the edge of the 
water he feels still in his element, when lo! at once hes raised 
above the surface and: he is. caught... He was in the net before, 
and was in reality caught, but now,-he feels it: so man swims in 
the midst of influences and tendencies which are preparing:his 
dissolution, and when he is thus led to the very shore of eternity 
he is suddenly snared, and carried mae So also the bird walks 
upon the snare, and knoweth not it is for its life, when at 
once it is caught. Soalsoa — —* —5 
and knows not that the next step will dash him upon the rocks 
below. Great God! how solemn thus to walk on the earth hol- 
low with the caverns of the dead, and not know at what moment 
the frail shell upon we stand may break down into eternal 
burnings! How kn thou, O man, how far before thee stands 
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fhecetolee, which ie tn howd the days. of your pilgrimage! . 
has numbered your and told, yontheir sum? If you 
——— sy rat to-morrow, and say it ‘shalt 

hy does vain man walk so 
and so, madly 


shocki — th 
ne ooking m ease san 


“Who counting on here 
© ee ae 4 sta 


ence in the countenance of the recently dead ? The infant 

a smile —— mg moment of | ne hie mye it retains 
° smile is a response to the friendly greet- 

ings of angels ** are waiting with friendly wing to bear the dis- 

embodied spirit to its God. it is caused by the sweet presence 


— retice inet: Sorts ae Aidan ite and 





